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In 1966 the Assembly of the State of California passed House Resolution No. 52 requesting the Division of Highways to "conduct
tests on the use of reflectorized license plates and to report its findings and recommendations to the Assembly". This was
interpreted to mean that the California Division of Highways was directed to investigate the durability, visibility, and legibility of
reflective and nonreflective license plates as presently designed. It was further interpreted that no attempt need be made to
determine their effect on highway safety or law enforcement.

Correspondence was immediately initiated with all State agencies concerned (the Department of Motor Vehicles, the
California Highway Patrol, and the Department of Corrections) in order to establish testing parameters for color, reflectorization, and
other design criteria. After developing test parameters and determining the types of materials to be considered, letters were sent to
all known manufacturers of applicable reflective materials informing them of the study and inviting their participation (see Exhibit 1).
Of the six manufacturers contacted, only two expressed a desire to participate in the study.
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